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Re: Computer Codes 

Dear Mr. Doyle: 

This is in response to your series of correspondence in which you sought "clarification" of 
the policy of this Office as to whether a local agency has a responsibility to explain codes in 
computer printouts provided pursuant to 18 NYCRR §§358-3.7(b) and 358-4.2(c) and (d). 

18 NYCRR 358-4.2(c) and (d) speak only to the requirement that the agency provide the 
documents that are to be submitted at the hearing, as well as any specifically identified 
documents from the case file. However, §358-3.7(b)(2) does provide that an appellant has the 
right to be provided with copies of additional specifically identified documents to assist in the 
preparation for a fair hearing. A reasonable interpretation of this section would require the 
agency to provide, on request by the appellant, a key to the codes (or similar explanatory 
document) for any identified computer printouts sent in response to the appellant's pre-hearing 
requests for documents. 

Should a district fail to comply with such a request, the matter should be brought to the 
attention of the administrative law judge for resolution in accordance with the provisions of 18 
NYCRR §358-3.7(b)(4). 

I trust that the foregoing adequately address your concerns. 

Sin~~) L / /J 
J ~'I·~J~/}f.,{ V~U-. 
R~s 
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

cc: Sebastian Addamo 

''providing temporary assistance for permanent change" 
OTDA-L1 


